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Frank Meeink 
Former Neo-Nazi Movement Member 

 

Frank’s violent childhood in South Philadelphia primed him to hate. He made easy 

prey for a small group of skinhead gang recruiters. At fourteen, he shaved his head. 

By seventeen, Frank was hosting a cable access show called "The Reich" to recruit 

more people into the neo-nazi movement. By eighteen, he was doing hard time in an 

Illinois prison. 

 

In prison he befriended men he used to think he hated, men of different races. Out of 

prison Meeink tried to rejoin his old skinhead pals, but couldn't bring himself to hate 

those he knew to be his friends. A Jewish doctor offered to get rid of his neo-nazi 

tattoos covering much of his body.Behind bars, Frank began to question his hatred, 

thanks in large part to his African-American teammates on a prison football league. 

Shortly after being paroled, Frank defected from the white supremacy movement. The 

Oklahoma City bombing inspired him to try to stop the hatred he once had felt. He 

began speaking on behalf of the Anti-Defamation League and appeared on MTV and other national networks in 

his efforts to stop the hate. 

In time, Frank partnered with the Philadelphia Flyers to launch an innovative hate prevention program 

called Harmony Through Hockey. He developed a similar program in Central Iowa. He is featured a film 

directed by Jessee Dylan with Desmond Tutu called "Reconcilliation", an independent film featuring Adrien 

Brody and Forrest Whitaker called "The Experiment", and appeared in a music video with Jamey Johnson 

called "High Cost of Living". Frank's story was also the inspiration for the Movie, American History X and was 

featured in Steven Spielberg's documentary, "Why We Hate" and most recently was featured in a Rolling Stone 

issue. 

Frank has worked as director of fan development for American Hockey League teams. He has been on the 

national lecture circuit for nearly a decade, speaking to various groups on the topic of racial diversity and 

acceptance. 

  

http://www.harmonythroughhockey.org/
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Jonathan Lewis 
Research Fellow at the Program on Extremism 

The George Washington University 

 

Jon Lewis is a Research Fellow at the Program on Extremism, where he studies 

the evolution of white supremacist and anti-government movements in the United 

States and federal responses to the threat. He is an Investigator with the National 

Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education Center (NCITE), and 

provides assistance for The ISIS Files Project as well as the Program's partnership 

with the Global Network on Extremism and Technology (GNET). Jon also 

provides policy support for PoE's partners in the Congressional Counter-Terrorism 

Caucus, the leading bipartisan voice in Congress for pragmatic approaches to 

tackling extremism and radicalization. His research has been featured in several 

academic and popular publications, including the CTC Sentinel, The Washington 

Post, and Lawfare. Before joining the Program on Extremism, he worked as a 

research assistant at the International Institute for Counterterrorism (ICT) and the 

Combating Terrorism Center at West Point (CTC). Jon Lewis holds a Masters in 

Homeland Security Policy from Rider University. 

  

https://www.unomaha.edu/ncite/research/research-projects/building-better-terrorism-prevention-tools.php
https://isisfiles.gwu.edu/
https://gnet-research.org/partners/
https://extremism.gwu.edu/congressional-counter-terrorism-caucus
https://extremism.gwu.edu/congressional-counter-terrorism-caucus
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Jenny Presswalla 
Acting Deputy Director, Field Operations for the United States 

Associate Director of Field Operations, Central Region at the US Department of Homeland Security’s  

Office for Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention 

 

Jenny Presswalla is the Acting Deputy Director of Field Operations for 

the United States and the Associate Director of Field Operations for the 

Central Region at the US Department of Homeland Security’s Office for 

Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention. She works to form 

partnerships between Federal, state, and local government and the whole-

of-society to build local prevention frameworks that prevent targeted 

violence and terrorism.  

 

She was formerly Branch Chief for Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) 

at the National Counterterrorism Center in Washington, DC, supervising 

and leading a team of subject matter experts who coordinated US 

Government CVE policy and strategy and engaged American 

communities on CVE. Before NCTC, Jenny worked at the US 

Department of Homeland Security's Office for Civil Rights and Civil 

Liberties, leading DHS engagement of diverse American communities in Los Angeles and training law 

enforcement on CVE nationwide. She was a National Security Education Program Boren Fellow in Mumbai, 

India, has an M.A. from American University’s School of International Service, and graduated cum laude with a 

B.S. in Psychology from the University of Florida. She lives in Golden, Colorado with her husband and two 

kids.  
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Director Rachel Wainer Apter 
New Jersey Division on Civil Rights 

Rachel Wainer Apter became the Director of the New Jersey Division on Civil 

Rights on October 15, 2018. As Director, she has re-envisioned and re-shaped 

the Division to act strategically to protect the civil rights of all 

New Jersey residents. She previously served as Counsel to the Attorney 

General, advising on civil rights and immigration matters and leading the New 

Jersey team that defeated a preliminary injunction motion by Texas and seven 

other states to end Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). Prior to 

joining the Attorney General’s Office, Rachel worked at the American Civil 

Liberties Union on cases concerning the right to be free from discrimination, 

reproductive freedom, voting rights, and other federal constitutional questions. 

She served as counsel in Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights 

Commission, which considered whether a baker who refused to sell a wedding 

cake to a same-sex couple on religious grounds was exempt from Colorado’s 

anti-discrimination laws. Rachel also argued and won a disability discrimination appeal and led a task force 

regarding investigations of sexual harassment and sexual assault on college campuses. Prior to the ACLU, 

Rachel worked in the Supreme Court and Appellate practice at Orrick, Herrington and Sutcliffe, where she 

briefed and argued cases in federal and state courts. Rachel, who grew up in Rockaway, New Jersey, graduated 

from the University of Pennsylvania and received her law degree from Harvard Law School. After law school, 

Rachel served as a law clerk for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the United States Supreme Court, Judge 

Robert Katzmann on the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and Judge Jed Rakoff on the 

United States District Court for the Southern District of New York. Rachel lives in Englewood with her spouse 

and children. 
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Mental Health Professionals on Standby 

Deidre Belinfanti, MSW 

D is a proud Asburian and serves as one of our Project Managers and trainers to 

Garden State Equality. D has demonstrated her commitment in being an advocate for 

change through their involvement with the Coalition of Activist Students Celebrating 

and Accepting Diversity and Equality (C.A.S.C.A.D.E), LGBTQ+ organization, 

serving as public relations chair and vice-president during their undergrad 

matriculation at Howard University, where they received their Bachelor of Science 

in Psychology, minoring in Photography. During their time as Vice President, they 

were able to launch the Lavender Fund, a LGBTQ+ scholarship for incoming 

students and continuing. D continued her path for social justice, receiving their 

Master in Social Work degree, concentrating in Children, Youth, and Families, from 

the Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work at the University of Southern California. During their 

matriculation, D and fellow students revitalized the Black Social Workers Caucus on campus, where they 

focused on highlighting black social workers, community engagement, activism, and career acceleration.  Upon 

graduation, D and fellow alumni banded together to organize a solidarity march in honor of George Floyd, 

Breanna Taylor, Ahmad Aubrey, and all people who have been murdered due to police brutality.

D's commitment to fighting social injustice continues with their grassroot organization, Social Workers in 
Solidarity, that highlights and destigmatizes the perception of Social Workers. They also are partnering with 
the National Association of Black Social Workers-Greater Los Angeles in creating a holistic family center for 
black and brown families of Southern California, helping families heal from generational trauma. Utilizing 
their minor in Photography, D founded Elegant D Photography, that caters to black small owned business and 
entrepreneurs, helping them enhance their business visually and economically.
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Dr. Yolanda Hawkins-Rodgers 

Yolanda Hawkins-Rodgers is a licensed psychologist with a private practice in 
Hackensack.  She is also a certified clinical supervisor who supervises both permit 
holders seeking to become licensed psychologist or a licensed professional counselor. 
Since moving from New York over 30 years ago, she has worked with adolescents and 
young adults, in her capacity as an educator and a clinician. She started her career as the 
director of the EOF program at Bergen community College. Subsequently, she held the 
position as the first African American to chair the department of Psychology and 
Counseling at Fairleigh Dickinson University at the Florham/Madison campus while 
building her private practice as a psychologist. She has done research on and made 
recommendations to stem bullying among female students at Hackensack high School. 
Her interest in mental health has led her to become a member of the Community Mental 

Health Board and the Family Support Organization. She served as chair of the Bergen County Commission on 
the Status of Women. Her clinical work includes working for the Department of Child Protection and 
Permanency as a clinical consultant and psychological evaluator. Her community activity includes membership 
in the Bergen County Alumnae chapter Delta Sigma Theta and the Rotary of Hackensack. 
Dr. Hawkins-Rodgers has developed many training workshops and presented papers at national conferences 
regarding educational and clinical issues that have included multicultural issues in the workplace and 
developmental issues across the lifespan. She recently published her first therapeutic coloring book for 
grownups. Her most recent effort in promoting mental health has been to found the Consortium of Mental 
Health and Educational Professionals of Color whose aim is to provide a comprehensive directory of resources 
and services for an underserved population in Northern New Jersey. 
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Megan Sullivan 

Ms. Sullivan is the Deputy Director of the Disaster & Terrorism Branch of the Division of Mental Health and 

Addiction Services.  She is a certified Disaster Response Crisis Counselor, trained in the FEMA and Red Cross 

models and is currently a part of the Division of Mental Health and Addictions’ Disaster and Terrorism Branch 

which develops contingency planning for the public’s mental health needs surrounding various types of 

emergencies.  She serves on the Operations Board of the Disaster Response Crisis Counselor Certification and 

is one of the trainers for the DRCC curriculum.  She has deployed to Louisiana for hurricane relief and to the 

United States Virgin Islands with the New Jersey Emergency Medical Services taskforce after Hurricanes Irma 

and Maria. She has been on the faculty at the Rutgers Summer School of Addiction Studies since 2009. She 

currently has a private practice in Metuchen, NJ. 

Sullivan is a graduate of Villanova University and holds a Masters of Education in Counseling Psychology from 

Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey. She is a Licensed Professional Counselor and Licensed Clinical 

Alcohol and Drug Counselor.  She has also trained in marital and family counseling at The Center for Family, 

Community and Social Justice in Princeton, NJ. 
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